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Norfolk Electors 
Force Referendum 

407c OF VOTERS SIGNED THE PETITION FOR A REFERENDUM ON ANY CHANGE 
TO THE VOTING SYSTEM - THE LAW SAYS ONE NOW HAS TO BE HELD 

What Mr. Ellicott Didn’t Tell You 
about “Proportional” Voting 

YOU MAY THINK YOU GET TO VOTE FOR 12 CANDIDATES - BUT 
WHEN THE COUNTING IS DONE YOUR BALLOT GETS ONLY ONE VOTE 

PETER COLEMAN-THE MAN 

BIG CHANGE FOR NORFOLK; A WRITER-ED1TOR-PHILOSOPFER-INTELLECTUAL-POLITICJAN 


DEPENDENCE FOR NORFOLK? 

A PROMINENT CANDIDATE SAYS NORFOLK'S ONLY SALVATION IS TO WORK 
FOR INDEPENDENCE - EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW EXPLORES HIS BELIEFS 

PITCAIRNERS’ RIGHTS HSence 

ANOMALIES FOUND IN THE 1857 DOCUMENTS EXPLAIN HOW THE AUTHORITIES 
COULD HAVE BEEN MIS-LED ABOUT THE FACTS FOR THE PAST 120 YEARS 


LUS: 


FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION MOVES-.TO PROTECT NORFOLK’S FOOD'^SUPPLY. ..-DOUBTS 
ON BIG SALARIES FOR THE ASSEMBLY. ..NORFOLK AIRLINES' FOUR-PLANE FLEET ... 
COUNCIL SLAMS THE MINISTER'S HIGH-HANDEDNESS... INTERVIEW WITH MERA AND 
HAMISH MARTIN...hELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES... GOOD WINES "IN BOND".. 1 LETTER 
FROM HOME... EDITORIAL ON THE ASSEMBLY'S ONE GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 










COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


13 ' bankcard 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We ere hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old-¬ 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Comers shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes* walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL SILVER AND 

GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER-AND GOLD CHAIN 
.. NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

~ . * 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK AR^CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 ' 








VOTERS EXERCISE ONE OF THEIR FEW DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS - MINISTER FACES FOUR STICKY CHOICES 


Referendum Forced 


A PETITION requiring a referendum on 
Norfolk’s voting method was signed by 
more than one-third of the Island’s 
electors early in July, and lodged with 
acting Administrator Gordon Williams 
for action on July 9th. 

The Referendum Ordinance 19u4 
says that on receipt of such a petition, 
the Administrator H shall’* direct a 
referendum. 

The petition was signed by all of 
Norfolk’s elected Councillors except 
David Buffett. 

The petition reads, "We, the under¬ 
signed electors of Norfolk Island, ask 
that a referendum be held on the.fol¬ 
lowing question: 'Should the method 
of voting to elect members of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly 
be changed to proportional representa¬ 
tion instead of using the method that 
was used to elect members of the 
Ninth Norfolk Island Council?’ 

’We also ask," the petition contin¬ 
ued, ’’that no election be held until 
the result of this referendum is known. M 

The completion and lodging of the 
petition appear to leave Minister 
R.J. Ellicott four possible courses of 
action: 

• Have the Governor-General amend 
the new Legislative Assembly Ordin¬ 
ance, restoring Norfolk’s traditional 
system of voting, and let the Assembly 
election go ahead on August 1st. The 
voting system could then be changed 
to proportional representation for fu¬ 
ture elections if the referendum show¬ 
ed enough voters wanted the change. 

•Postpone the Assembly election un¬ 
til the referendum result is known. 

This would delay the start of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, probably until Sep¬ 
tember. There do not appear to be 
any serious legislative problems that 
would be caused by a month’s delay, 
after several years of delay caused by 
the Nimmo Report. 

•Hold the Assembly election as 
scheduled, using the proportional repre¬ 
sentation systete This would leave 
Mr. Ellicott appearing lo scoff at more 
than a third of the electors and their 
right of calling a referendum. If the 
referendum, held afterward, rejected 
the proportional representation system, 
it would put a cloud over the legiti¬ 
macy of the Assembly members’ elec¬ 
tion. 

• have the Governor-General 
amend the Referendum Ordinance 
in some way that makes the peti¬ 
tion invalid. This would leave 
Mr. Ellicott appearing to scoff not 


only at referendums, but at consti¬ 
tutional government itself. 

Unless Mr. Ellicott takes the last 
alternative - the most high-hahded 
of the four - a referendum on the 
voting system must be held, and 
the Administrator (or acting Ad¬ 
ministrator) could not delay it un¬ 
duly without risking court action 
by one or more of the petitioners. 

The petition received the re¬ 
quired one-third of electors’ sig¬ 
natures without any highly-organ¬ 
ised effort. The opening of the 
petition had been announced in a 
letter to the "Norfolk Islander” by 
Ken Nobbs on June 30th. Many 


June 7th: At a special meeting 
of Council with Mr. Ellicott, Coun¬ 
cillors were given draft copies of 
eight new ordinances that Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said needed to be put into fi¬ 
nal shape and made into law prompt 
ly. The most urgent, he said, was 
a draft Legislative Assembly Ordin¬ 
ance. 

• He said the Assembly Ordinance 
was mostly identical to the existing 
Norfolk Island Council Ordinance - 
except that it provided for a new 
system of voting known as "propor¬ 
tional representation”. He said he 
had formed a view - not a final 
one, he said - that it would help 
get a broader cross-section of Isl¬ 
and views on the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly than the existing voting system 
produced. 

Councillors McIntyre, Blucher, 
Bennett and Nunn had some misgiv¬ 
ings about the change and expressed 
them. The subject was set aside for 
further consideration. 

June 8th: After private talks with 
other Councillors, Councillor McIn¬ 
tyre prepared a five-page paper 
showing ways in which proportional 
representation was not suitable for 
the Island. He and five other Coun¬ 
cillors went over it and agreed it 
should be presented. 

June 9th: The McIntyre paper 
was presented to Mr. Ellicott and 
discussed. Mr. Ellicott said he 
would give consideration to the 
Councillors’ objections. He return¬ 
ed to Australia the next day. 

June 21st: Mr. Ellicott told the 
Administrator by phone that he had 


electors called into his shop, Cam¬ 
eralines, to sign. Some eight or 
ten volunteers collected the rest. 

They found most voters willing 
to sign the petition, but reported a 
few cases in which they were in¬ 
sulted or abused. Voters who de¬ 
clined to sign when asked seemed 
to fall into three general categor¬ 
ies - people who "never sign pet¬ 
itions”; people who seemed to like 
the idea of proportional representa¬ 
tion and didn’t see any reason to 
delay the Assembly election; and 
people who felt that Australia was 
going to have its own way on Nor¬ 
folk, regardless of what voters did. 


taken full account of Council’s 
view and had decided to go ahead 
with the new proportional representa¬ 
tion system. He asked that the 
Council be informed, so they could 
express any further views they had. 
Most Councillors, when they heard 
the news, were outraged. 

June 22nd; At a public Council 
meeting called quickly to discuss 
the situation, seven Councillors 
protested loudly about the Minister’s 
actions. 

Councillor Blucher: "I strongly 
object to... the attitude of pushing 
it down our throats whether we like 
it or not. ” 

Councillor McIntyre: "The Min¬ 
ister's words on 'consensus* should 
be forcibly put to him*.. this raises 
a fist over the whole system... the 
matter has to go to the‘ people." 

Councillor Bennett: ”... this is 
the patronising voice of colonial¬ 
ism. 

Councillor MacKenzie: T am 
thoroughly disappointed and dis¬ 
gusted. " 

Councillor Quintal: "It's not a 
matter for the Minister, it*s a mat¬ 
ter for the people. " 

Councillor Nunn: ’This is a shock¬ 
ing omen for the way the Assembly 
may be treated." 

Councillor Snell: ’1 support what 
the others have said. " 

Councillor Buffett, however* did 
not agree with the other seven. He 
questioned whether the Council was 
trying to back out of the responsibil¬ 
ities it had, and was afraid of fac- 


What happened dayby-day 
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Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and JGmbar support. The two 
individual fold-down fear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the bacK of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



ARRANGE FOR 


TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 


'Road fcTrack’ 

magazine SAyS *Evkry SO often a new car arrives at the 

R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda’s third new car in two 
years: the 626.* 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

froprttor: I. W. FITZPATRICK 












ing the future. 

By a 7-1 vote, the Council re- 
questedthat Mr. Ellicott withdraw 
the new voting system for the time 
being, and let the Assembly elec¬ 
tion proceed on the traditional sys¬ 
tem. 

If he was determined to go ahead, 
Council resolved, it would be "un¬ 
warranted and colonialist interfer¬ 
ence in Norfolk’s domestic affairs, 
and a breach-of faith totally incom¬ 
patible with the Minister’s assur¬ 
ances of consensus. M 

In that event. Council resolved, 

"it is essential to bring about a Refer¬ 
endum under the Referendum Ordin¬ 
ance, with consequent postpone¬ 
ment of elections until the result is 
known." 

June 28th; Australia’s Governor- 
General enacted the new Legislative 
Assembly Ordinance, unchanged. 

June 29th: Administrator D. V. 
O’Leary declared the Ordinance to 
be in effect immediately, and an¬ 
nounced the closing of the elector- 
al roll for the Assembly election. 

July 1st: A petition for a refer-__ 

endum on a change in the voting'"'~ 
system began circulating and gath¬ 
ering signatures. Seven Council¬ 
lors signed it promptly. Councillor 
Buffet declined. 

July 4th: Council met for its 
monthly meeting. 

Councillor Blucher: "I whole¬ 
heartedly support the call for a 
Referendum... it is the only demo¬ 
cratic process we could have.” 

Councillor Quintal: "If one- 
third of the electors petition for a 
Referendum, a Referendum must 
be held... it would be wrong to 
hold the election before the Refer¬ 
endum result is known. " Council¬ 
lor Quintal said that if the Minis¬ 
ter insisted on holding the election 
without waiting for the Referendum 
result, the election could be open 
to challenge by an elector before 
the Norfolk Island Supreme Court. 

Councillor Nunn: "I support the 
request for a Referendum." 

Councillor Snell: .’1 applaud 
the guts of those who are getting 
signatures for the petition. ” 

Councillor Blucher moved a 
resolution re-affirming Council’s 
disapproval of the way proportion¬ 
al representation was being forced 
on the Island. The vote - Councillor 
McIntyre was abroad - was six in fa¬ 
vour, Councillor Buffett against. 

July cth; The Referendum petition 
had been signed tty w.elljover 300 elec¬ 
tors - a comfortable margin over the 
necessary one-third of the electoral 
mil. 
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Referendum by Petition: 

ONLY USED 

TWICE IN NORFOLK history electors 
have used their rights under the Ref¬ 
erendum Ordinance to prevent Aus¬ 
tralia from intervening in purely lo¬ 
cal matters. 

Both times they have won. As a re¬ 
sult, a plan to open Norfolk up to 
immigration by any Australian was 
abandoned - and a plan to make the 
Island Australia’s Quarantine Station 
was stopped cold. 

The Ordinance was'passed in 1964, 
as one of the main concessions made 
to the people of Norfolk by the Aus¬ 
tralian Government, following some 
eight years of political dispute. 

Australia attempted to calm the 
Island by introducing some minor 
aspects of self-government in 1960, 
but the Council of the day reject¬ 
ed them as inadequate, and con¬ 
tinued agitating for a greater mea¬ 
sure of local democracy. 

The result,worked out after long 
meetings between the Council and 
Administrator Maj. -Gen. Words¬ 
worth, was the Norfolk Island Act 
1963. Councillors were told that 
the Act established a new form of 
government by "the Administrator- 
in-Council", in which the Adminis¬ 
trator would be bound to accept 
Council’s advice on most local mat¬ 
ters. 

The new system was applauded 
and worked well until a subsequent 
Administrator, Air Cdre. Dalkin, 
pointed out to Council that the Act 
did not actually require him to ac¬ 
cept Council’s advice. The under¬ 
standing that had been reached 
with Maj. -Gen. Wordsworth col¬ 
lapsed, and a new period of tur¬ 
moil began, leading to the Royal 
Commission inquiry in 1975. 

But the Referendum Ordinance, 
sought by Council in 1963 and agreed 
to by the Administrator, the Minister 
and the Governor-General of Aust¬ 
ralia, has stood the test of time and 
remains one of the few political 
rights held by the people of Norfolk. 

The Ordinance gives the people a 
right that Australian electors do not 
have; the power to initiate a refer¬ 
endum, by petition. 

They have used the power twice. 

On December 4, 1968, a referendum 
was held on possible changes to the 
Island’s Immigration Ordinance. 

Fearing that Australia might change 
the Ordinance to allow any Austral¬ 
ian citizen to move to Norfolk, elec- ' 
tors petitioned to have the issue put 
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two TIMES 

to the people. The voters turned 
down die change by a large major¬ 
ity, and the Immigration Ordinance 
remained as it was. 

On November 8, 1972, a referen¬ 
dum was held on an Australian pro¬ 
posal to establish a High Security 
Animal Quarantine Station on Nor¬ 
folk, The majority of Council fa¬ 
voured the proposal* but electors 
again petitioned for a referendum, 
and at the poll they defeated the 
plan. 

The Australian Minister then re¬ 
sponsible for Norfolk affairs, Mr. Kep 
Enderby, made some efforts to pro¬ 
ceed with the Quarantine Station 
proposal despite its defeat at refer¬ 
endum. He suggested that a Com¬ 
monwealth committee should per¬ 
haps make up its own mind what 
the people of Norfolk wanted, ra¬ 
ther than accepting what the elec¬ 
tors had said at the secret ballot. 
Angry protest followed, and it was 
clear to Australia that the referen¬ 
dum result had to be allowed to 
stand. Australia later decided to 
put its Quarantine Station at Cocos 
Islands. 

The power of the Referendum Ord¬ 
inance lies in hundreds of years of 
historical and legal precedents in 
many countries, rather than in the 
wording of the Ordinance itself. 

The Ordinance lays down how 
referendum s are to be held. But 
it does not require anyone to honour 
the result of a referendum. It 
would be legally impossible for it 
to do so, because a Norfolk Island 
Ordinance could not require the 
Australian Government to do any¬ 
thing. Ordinances for die Island 
are "made" by Australia's Governor- 
General, when the Government 
"advises" him to do so. Any Nor¬ 
folk Ordinance can be changed, 
whenever the Australian Govern¬ 
ment wants it changed. 

Yet the right of the people to 
initiate a referendum has only one 
reason for existence. It allows 
them, on certain issues, to prevent 
or to overrule an unwanted decision 
by those normally in authority. 

There, are three types of referen- 
dums. In some countries no refer- 
endums are possible. In others, 
only one or two of the types are pos¬ 
sible. 

• A "compulsory" referendum is 
one that must get the people's con- 
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Here is one of the 
worlds great watches. 



& CITIZEN QUARTZ 

M MULTI-CHROMOGRAPH 


A quartz watch featuring multiple functions 
including the stopwatch {down to 1/100 
sec.), timer and dual time in addition to 
the normal time display plus calendar dis¬ 
play. 


High accuracy of ifOsec. can be maintained 
per month thanks to a high-precision quartz 
crystal oscillator plus a temperature com¬ 
pensating circuit. 

An automatic calendar setting is possible 
for "year", "month", "date" and "day" 

8fter they are once set correctly. The "ye®r" 
is set in a cycle of 1370-1999 years. (The 
years advance one by one during 1970 
through 1999, and 1939 returns to 1970 
again.) 

Non-stop working of the watch is ensured 
about two years with just one unit of the 
small-size silver oxide power cell {5 sec. 
lamp lighting per day). 

The quick resetting device functions to re¬ 
cover the normal time display from any 
mode of the display correction through 
one-touch operation of the Light-button. 



The power cell life indicating device notifies 
the user the replacement time of the power 
call through flashing of the colon on the 
time screen. 


CITIZEN 


a full range at 

--PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 




Candidates 
for 9 seats 


sent before certain laws are changed. 
Australia requires this type of refer¬ 
endum before the Australian Consti¬ 
tution can be changed. Norfolk has 
no compulsory referendums. 

•A "consultative" referendum is 
one in which the government asks 
the people to express their view on 
some subject. The result of such 
a referendum, because it is initiat¬ 
ed by the government itself, is 
ordinarily not binding on the gov¬ 
ernment. Norfolk's Referendum 
Ordinance provides for "consultat¬ 
ive" referendums to be called if 
the Minister wants to know what 
the voters think. A consultative 
referendum can also be called if 
the Council and the Administrator 
both want one on any one of three 
subjects: Council's constitution, 
a public loan, or questions concern¬ 
ing liquor. 

#An "optional" referendum is one 
that the people have the option of 
calling, on certain subjects, by a 
petition of a certain number of elec¬ 
tors. The Norfolk Referendum Ord¬ 
inance gives the people the right to 
call a referendum in this way on 
any matter "with respect to which 
the Governor-General may make 
Ordinances." This limits the power 
to essentially local Norfolk matters. 

Wherever the right of calling an 
"optional" referendum has been 
given to the people of a country, 
it is implicit that the people's vote, 
at the referendum, will prevail. 

It would be pointless to provide 
such a power of referendum if the 
vote had no controlling force. 

Since the Nimmo Report in 1976, 
Council has repeatedly asked Aust¬ 
ralia to grant Norfolk's voters a 
referendum on the Island's future 
form of government. Australia has 
refused in every case, giving var¬ 
ious reasons from time to time. 

In 1977 the administering Depart¬ 
ment refused on the ground that a 
referendum would be "costly arid 
time-consuming" and there was a 
need to go ahead with the Nimmo 
recommendations without delay. 

To later requests from Council, 

Mr. Ellicoitt has said that referen¬ 
dum results don't necessarily re¬ 
veal what people really want - and 
has said that allowing a referendum 
on the form of government for Nor¬ 
folk would be recognising the right 
of the Island's people to self-deter¬ 
mination/ which he said the Austra¬ 
lian Government will not recognise. 

He said die decision on the voting 
system was his to make. It seems 
possible that he may have tempor¬ 
arily forgotten the Referendum Ord¬ 
inance, 


in Assembly 

18 CANDIDATES for the election of 
the nine members of Norfolk's first 
Legislative Assembly were announced 
on July Utb in front of the Island's 
historic courtroom. 

The candidates, in the order drawn 
to appear on the ballot: 

□ rYVES, John 

| [aAFJES. Getry 

□ SNELL. Lisle 

□ BLUCHER, Bill 
NUNN, Bryan 
NOBBS/Ken 

•i 

| | BENNETT. Geoff 

WILLIAMS, Kevin 
HITCH. Gil 
[ | QUINTAL. Greg 

[ | HOWARD, Ed 

BUFFETT, David 
| | ADAMS. Carol 

I | McINTYRE, Duncan 
| [ CUSTANCE. Peter 

| | JACKSON. Gilbert 

MACKENZIE, Bruce 
LENT HALL, Ned 
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THINK IT'S IMPORTANT THAT THE WORD BE USED, AND BROUGHT INTO THE OPEN... " 


A Candidate Proposes Independence 


INDEPENDENCE FOR Norfolk Island 
has for the first time been put for¬ 
ward as part of the campaign plat¬ 
form of a candidate for office on the 
Island. 

In a campaign statement issued 
July 7th, Ken Nobbs said "The time 
has come when we should start work¬ 
ing for independence." 

He is a leading businessman. Pres¬ 
ident of the Society of Descendants 
of the Pitcairn Settlers, and a for¬ 
mer member of Council. He had 
been a Magistrate for four years, 
but was informed tfiat his appoint¬ 
ment was not being renewed by 
Minister R*J # Elli’cott - three days 
following his announcement of a 
”wo?k for independence** cam¬ 
paign platform. 

"The word independence* has been 
mentioned from time to time over 
the years. It has been regarded as 
a crazy idea," he said, in announc¬ 
ing his candidacy for die forthcom¬ 
ing Legislative Assembly. 

T want to make it quite clear that 
1 am not talking about a crazy idea, 
but a prudent and conservative idea. 

1 am not talking about revolution 
but about conservation - conservation 
of the blessings we have now, ” he 
said. 

'Independence, from this viewpoint, 
means Norfolk should and must re¬ 
main financially self-supporting. 

'If we become dependent on hand¬ 
outs from the Australian Treasury, 
we lose our ability and our right to 
make our own decisions. " 

Acknowledging many advantages . 
in Norfolk*s being linked to a large 
country such as Australia, he said 
” independence of the kind I intend 
to work for" meant being ^ble to 
negotiate the terms of such an asso¬ 
ciation, and being able to termin¬ 
ate the relationship "if it becomes 
harmful to us. ** 

There is no economic or human 
reason, " he said, "why we should 
have to accept terms that are dic¬ 
tated to us without our consent. 

The relationship should be fair and 
advantageous to both sides - not just 
to one side." 

Ken Nobbs* position on Norfolk*s 
being able to break off - or threat¬ 
en to break off - an association 
with Australia is similar to one re¬ 
ported by Pacific Islands Monthly 
magazine in its coverage of de¬ 
velopments in the U.S. Trust Terri¬ 
tory of the Pacific. Leaders in 
some Micronesian islands have em¬ 
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phasised the importance of what 
they call the "right of unilateral 
termination" in any continuing con¬ 
stitutional association with the 
United States. They argue that 
unless the islands have the ulti¬ 
mate right to separate completely 
rather than having to go along 
with some unacceptable U. S. pol¬ 
icy, the U. S. would always be 
able to enforce its will on any issue. 

Policies outlined in Ken Nobbs* 
statement included - 
♦Budget: "Spending must be 
kept lower than revenues. " 

♦Taxes: "No new tax should be 
imposed on the people until it has 
been explained and approved at 
referendum. *' 

♦Assembly salaries; "I would be 


Q: You’re the first Norfolk candi¬ 
date - at least in modern times - to 
talk openly in support of indepen¬ 
dence for the Island. Do you think 
you will scare off some voters by 
using that word? 

Ken Nobbs: "I think I will. But 
I think it*s important that the word 
be used, and brought into the open, 
at this time." 

Q: How many people do you think 
you’ll scare off by talking about in¬ 
dependence? 

Ken Nobbs; "I think that those 
who would be attracted to the propo¬ 
sition would be about a third of the 
electorate. 

"I think those who 

would be automatically 'scared off* 
would be not that many, in number. 
Some might say nothing. They 
might be ones who were worried 
about the thought of Australia with¬ 
drawing its currency, its foreign af¬ 
fairs facilities and the like." 

Q: You say that a 727/DC9 air¬ 
port upgrading would bring "a large 
flow of money into all sectors of the 
community", and you say that is a 
danger. Don't you think most people 
would welcome a flow of money? 

Ken Nobbs: "I don't think most 
people would welcome that sort of a 
flow of money. The figure of 
$10, 000, 000, which has been band¬ 
ied about as the cost for upgrading 
to 727 standard, is a very large sum 
of money. 

"The greater pro¬ 
portion of it would be used in wages. 


prepared to accept the current re¬ 
muneration paid to Councillors. 

The Assembly should not be paid to 
do the job that the public service 
is already doing. ** 

♦Social welfare: "I oppose any 
effort to make die people of Nor¬ 
folk dependent on a level of social 
welfare benefits that we might not 
be able to afford without going beg¬ 
ging to Australia for financial aid." 

♦Airport: "I oppose upgrading 
the airport to 727/DC9 standard." 

♦Public service salaries: "They 
should be well paid - but by Nor¬ 
folk Island standards, not by Aust¬ 
ralian standards." 

♦Timetable for independence: 
"When the people have expressed 
their wish for it, in a secret ballot." 


and of course there would be a lot 
of people here visiting and doing 
their pieces of expert work. 

"I think it*s a real 

danger that that sum of money would 
create an imbalance here. It would 
drive prices of land higher. It 
would create labour shortage. Where 
people are fairly happily engaged in 
their occupations now, they would 
leave their jobs ana go to a higher - 
paying position if it was offered. ** 

Q: That may be good, from the 
person's point of view. 

Ken Nobbs: "It will take away 
the friendly atmosphere that exists 
between employer and employee." 

Q: You say no new tax should be 
imposed unless it*s approved at a 
referendum. Do you think that’s a 
practical limitation to put on the 
Assembly? Wouldn't people always 
vote against a new.tax? 

Ken Nobbs: "I dunk it’s a funda¬ 
mental part of democracy that they 
be allowed to vote on whether they 
want the imposition of tax. 

"If they ate'to ac¬ 
cept the responsibility for govern¬ 
ing themselves, the imposition of 
a small tax may become necessary." 

Q: Don’t you think governments 
have to force taxes on people? 

Ken Nobbs: "At the moment we 
are taxed in a way that we don’t 
feel very much. The revenue struc¬ 
ture is supported in part by duty on 
imported goods. 

"By and large 1 think 
people would be prepared to pay a 
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tax provided that the money raised 
is used entirely on Norfolk Island." 

Q: You’ve been active in the So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers. Is your”work for indepen¬ 
dence” platform a reflection of what 
the Society wants? 

Ken Nobbs; "No* it's a personal 
issue* and has not been put to the 
membership of the Society. " 

Q: If you are elected* would you 
expect to continue also as head of 
the Society? 

Ken Nobbs: "No. I think the 
president of the Society of Descen¬ 
dants should be clear of the govern¬ 
ment. I think a member of the Legis 
lative Assembly could be a member 
of the Society/ but I think it would 
be unwise for any of the Assembly- 
men to have an active office in die 
Society. It would then look as 
though it were a political party. " 

Q: If the Society is not a politi¬ 
cal party* what is it? 

Ken Nobbs: "It’s a group of 
people engaged in maintaining the 
rights of the descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn settlers. " 

O: You seem to feel that in the 
long run* independence is the only 
way for Norfolk to be preserved. 

Ken Nobbs*. "That’s how I see it. 

In view of the actions that have been 
taken by the Australian Government* 


Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel* 
The brief answer is that you are most welcome* 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool* If you prefer* you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines* 

The luncheon menu always includes an Inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2* and a beautiful array of hpt 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and .dancing to "Freeway"; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie. with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific’s Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of "Freeway"; FRIDAY dancing to "Freeway"!^ SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday* when smorgasbord is on* 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods* artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests* please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table* and arrange to arrive before 7* 30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the'South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. • 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 




THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher t^ristian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
■v" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy ^good value as much as 
anyone else - fbi-our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

fwelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes* walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine re$tatjr^}t& v 



HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 


we can’t hope for them to be sympa¬ 
thetic and give us full self-govern¬ 
ment. 

"The measure of self- 
government that they have given us 
now will in time be reduced* in my 
opinion* so that we become no more 
and no less than a municipality of 
Canberra." 

Q: When would you envision the 
Island's actually becoming indepen¬ 
dent? 

Ken Nobbs; "I would like to see 
the Assembly pass a resolution say¬ 
ing that within twelve months of a 
specified date* Norfolk Island - the 
Legislative Assembly - would go to 


the United Nations Committee of 24 
on Decolonisation and request that 
an act of self-determination be con¬ 
ducted on Norfolk Island. 

"I say 12 months because 
this would allow those members of 
the Legislative Assembly active in 
promoting this concept to do the 
necessary groundwork, which can¬ 
not be done overnight. ** 

Q: So you don’t see independence 
as something that is off in the never- 
never* you see k as something con¬ 
crete that ought to come at some 
reasonable time before too long? 

Ken Nobbs: "Certainly within 
five years. Sooner if possible*" 
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ew Administrator Sep. 5 


NORFOLK'S NEXT Administrator. 

Mr. Peter Coleman, is expected 
to visit the Island with his wife, 
Verna, during the week of July 
15th. 

He will return to take up his ap¬ 
pointment here on September 5th. 

Mr. Coleman is 51. He has three 
university-age children who will 
continue their education in Sydney. 

In age, education and career 
background he will be a departure 
from the pattern set by recent Ad¬ 
ministrators, who have been ad¬ 
ministrative officers retired from 
Air Force or the Secret Service. 

Mr. Coleman became available 
for the Norfolk appointment in the 
middle of a colourful career which 
so far has included the law, litera - 
ture, publishing and politics. 

Recently he was well-known on 
Sydney TV news shows, as leader 
of die Liberal Opposition in New 
South Wales. Nine months ago he 
was tripped up in the Labor Party's 
re-election victory in the State, 
and lost his Legislative Assembly 
seat in the electorate of Fuller. 

It is said that he had been offer¬ 
ed a career in Federal politics, 
and could probably have joined the 


House of Representatives by becom¬ 
ing the member for the safe Liberal 
seat of North Sydney. But accord¬ 
ing to reports he declined the 
chance. - before knowing that his 
Norfolk Administratorship was de¬ 
finite. 

He told the Sydney Morning Her¬ 
ald that Minister R. J. Ellicott had 
approached him about the Norfolk 
position. 

Mr. Coleman was for some time 
the editor of The Bulletin, Austral¬ 
ia's leading weekly hews and com¬ 
ment magazine, and of Quadrant, 
an intellectual quarterly magazine. 

Members of the Australian Labor 
Party leapt onto Mr. Coleman's 
appointment, and newspaper ac¬ 
counts on the mainland were thick 
with "indecent.. .jobs for the boys.. 
a blatant payoff for a failed and out 
of-work Liberal politician." 

Mr. Barry Cohen, Labor's spokes¬ 
man for Home Affairs, emphasised 
the Administrator's tax-free salary 
($23,463 a year, plus $2700 in ex¬ 
penses), which he said was equal 
to a taxable salary of about 
$40, 000. He said Mr. Coleman 
would also be drawing a N. S. W. 
parliamentary pension, and would 


have free "accommodation at Gov¬ 
ernment House - where expenses 
are running at more than $100 a 
day". 


NOW WE KNOW 
WHAT THEY WERE 

A NEW WORD, needed on Nor¬ 
folk, was: accidentally coin¬ 
ed in the Kingston press release 
announcing Mr. Peter Cole¬ 
man's appointment as die next 
Administrator. 

Through a typing error, Mr. 
Ellicott was quoted as saying 
that Administrator D.V. O'¬ 
Leary had played an import¬ 
ant part in the "discussions**- 
that had taken place with the 
Council on matters of major 
importance to Norfolk IslAnd 
and its future. 

While it hasn't appeared in 
dictionaries yet, we welcome 
the arrival of: " Dicussipn, n., 
a meeting in which one side 
forcibly imposes its views or 
powers on the opposing side. 
Similar in appearance to a 
discussion, but held for differ¬ 
ent purposes. See percussion , 
concussion." 



NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES has 
doubled its fleet of leased Beach 
Super King Airs to four planes, 
taking delivery of one on June 29th 
and the other on July 6th. 

Night charter work inside Aust¬ 
ralia had grown to a point where 
the two King Airs already in use 
couldn't handle it all and still main¬ 
tain smooth service on the airline's 
scheduled passenger runs linking 
Norfolk with Brisbane and with Lord 


Howe Island. 

The two additional planes will 
also allow NIA to move promptly 
into a new passenger route to the 
Island, which has been applied for 
and is now awaiting final approval. 

The airline's existence saved 
Norfolk from what would have been 
a tourist fall-off in June. East-West 
Airlines brought 85 fewer Sydney 
visitors than in the previous June, 
but NIA brought 198 more people 


Norfolk’s 4-Plane Airline 


from Brisbane and Lord Howe than 
a year earlier. For the month, NIA 
carried 44% of Australian visitors 
to the Island. 

June tourist figures also showed a 
continued strong increase in the 
number of visitors from New Zea¬ 
land, who totalled 739 people as 
compared with 603 in June 1978. 

PHOTO: NORFOLK ISL¬ 
AND AIRLINES' FOUR 
KINGAIRS ON THE TAR¬ 
MAC AT CANBERRA, 

THE TWO NEW ONES . 
STILL HAD TO BE PAIN¬ 
TED IN N, I. A, LIVERY, 


1 0 
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THE NAME "PROPORTIONAL VOTING" SOUNDS AS THOUGH IT OUGHT TO BE FAIR, DOESN'T IT? , 
WAIT TILL YOU EXAMINE IT! THERE ARE 


SOME REAL SHOOKS IN NEW SYSTEM 


MOST NORFOLK VOTERS have no 
idea how their votes will be counted 
if "proportional representation" is 
used in the Legislative Assembly 
election - and could well be upset 
and angry when they find out. 

The system has been described 
as "scientific" by Minister R. J. El- 
licott and is praised In a pamphlet 
issued by the Proportional Representa¬ 
tion Society of N.S.W.. But no one 
favouring the system has explained 
to voters that it contains some aston¬ 
ishing oddities that completely 
change Norfolk Island's ideas of 
what an election is all about. 

Here are some of the amazing 
quirks that have not been mention¬ 
ed. 


#The traditional Norfolk system, 
in which you vote'for your "ideal 
team" of Candidates, is out the wind¬ 
ow. In proportional voting you get 
one really important vote, for the 
person you mark "1" on your ballot. 
You will be required to rank 11 other 
candidates* in order of your prefer¬ 
ence from "2" to "E" - but your 
votes for those other 11 may never 
even be counted * 

•The traditional Norfolk system 
measures which candidates are most 
widely regarded as acceptable repre¬ 
sentatives. Proportional voting 
measures something entirely differ¬ 
ent; it measures which candidates 
are the strong favourites of particu¬ 
lar jpoups^oFvoters. In counting 
proportional votes, a candidate who 
was the second most favourite candi¬ 
date of the great majority of voters 
on Norfolk could be tossed out at the 

end of the first round of counting, 
and not get onto die Assembly at all. 

•Candidates who in the past would 


Yay, Norfolk! 
Let’s Go! 



SUVA - AUG. 27 - SEPT. 8, 1979 

2,OQD COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


have been elected to Council with a 
wide margin, because they were wide¬ 
ly respected - but who are not strong 
enough to get many "1" votes - can 
be completely defeated because pro¬ 
portional counting quickly discards 
candidates who get only a few "1" 
votes, even though they have many 
"2"s, "3"s, "4"s and other prefer¬ 
ences. 

•Unless your T* candidate is 
either sd popular that he is elected 
immediately, or so unpopular that 
he gets hardly any "1" votes from 
other voters, none of your lower - 
preference votes for other candidates 

will ever be looked at! Your ballot 

will sit waiting until your "1" candi¬ 
date gathers enough votes to be elect¬ 
ed - and when he is* the rest of your 
voting, "2 " through "12", will be 
set aside without being counted. 

•A candidate with a few strong 
supporters - enough to get only about 
80 "1" votes - will be elected im¬ 
mediately, even though the other 
800 Norfolk voters all thought that 
candidate was bad for the Island, 
and gave the candidate not even 
so much as one "12" vote. A can¬ 
didate who wins because of this 
method of vote-counting will have 
been elected t o represent a small 
clique - not to represent the Island as 
as whole. 

•When the election results are an¬ 
nounced, the vote-count for all can¬ 
didates will not accurately tell how 
the electors really voted ; it will tell 
only what the counting system took 
into account. For the very top and 
bottom candidates, their number of 
"1" votes will be correctly announ¬ 
ced. But for candidates in the mid¬ 
dle, the number of votes announced 
will more than the number of "1" 
votes they actually received. Cand¬ 
idates in the middle will seem to 
have done better - and be closer to 
one another - than they would be 
if all votes of all electors had been 
counted. The bottom candidates 
will look worse than they should. 

•if the proportional counting sys¬ 
tem works as Mr. Ellicott says be 
hopes it will, and elects a Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly made up of members 
with strongly conflicting views about 
what is best for Norfolk's future, pol¬ 
itical pities will almost certainty 
be formed imrf^Iktely after the 

election. 

There are two clear groups of 


thought about the Island's future: 
a large majority who feel Norfolk 
should continue to be separate, dis¬ 
tinct and different from Australia, 
and a minority of about 109fc-15$r who 
feel Norfolk should be merged into 
Australia's systems of laws, social 
services, government regulations 
and taxes. 

If Mr. Ellicbtt’s proportional 
counting system works as he has said 
it is designed to, there could be two 
or three Assembly members who are 
committed to a goal of integrating 
Norfolk into Australia - and six or 
seven committed to preserving Nor¬ 
folk's distinctness and self-reliance. 

The result would be two politi¬ 
cal parties - regardless of whether 
they were called parties or not. 

The Commonwealth would in¬ 
evitably become actively involved 
in Norfolk politics if such a two- 
party system emerges. It would 
be in Australia's interest to nour¬ 
ish and support the pro-Australian- 
integration party, and to prevent 
the Norfolk-separate-and-distinct 
party from gaining its objectives. 

If Mr. Ellicott insists that his ; <'. 
proportional counting system be 
followed, regardless of the fact 
that a referendum is to be held on 
the issue, Norfolk voters will have 
lost something they value - the 
chance to go into a voting booth 
and tick nine votes, all equal, for 
the slate of candidates they think 
would make a balanced, reasonably 
harmonious Assembly. If they think 
the proportional representation sys¬ 
tem allows them to vote for a slate 
of candidates they are being deluded 
and perhaps even hoaxed. 

If they are required to use the hew 
systfcjn, most voters will do their 
best to rank 12 candidates in order of 
preference. It will take*each care¬ 
ful voter a lot of thought - and for 
many voters the ranking process will 
be very close to useless. 

Most will not know that their 
"1" vote is the one that really 
counts, or realise that their other 
11 votes may never even be looked 
at. 

Those who understand the system,^ 
if they are, forced to'use ii, will pur : 
most of their though tin to picking ; 
one candidate who needs their "1" 
vote, and thinking of him or her as 
"their member"in the Assembly. 
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200-MI.-Zone Licenses Could Take Food from 
Norfolk Tsbles, Says Fishermen’s Association 


THE MEN WHO catch the fish for 
Norfolk*i tables are asking that the 
Island have exclusive fishing rights 
within 50km of the Island. 

They fear that Australia’s claim¬ 
ing of Norfolk 9 ! 200-mile ocean 
zone could lead to foreign vessels 
being licensed and cutting into one 
of Norfolk 9 s most important sources 
of food. 

The only association concerned 
with fishing on Norfolk is the Fisher¬ 
man’s Club, which ha9 started pre¬ 
paring its case and gathering facts 
on sightings of offshore fishing ships 
and the trend of ideal catches over 
recent year. 

While the association is called a 
"club", its most serious members 
run the small local fishing boats 
that provide all of Norfolk's fresh 
fish for hotels, restaurants, shops 
and homes. 

There are about 40 such boats. 

Not all are used for commercial 
fishing, but all contribute to the 
supply of fish enjoyed by residents 
and visitors. 

Local fish such as trumpeter, gro¬ 
per, trevally, kingfish and snapper 


have been k staple part of the Isl¬ 
and’s diet ever since the Pitcairners 
arrived in 1856, and are a featured 
part of menus in all of the eating* 
houses and dining rooms that serve 
Norfolk’s 20, 000 visitors a year. 

Trumpeter is the most important 
catch. It is a bottom-feeding fish, 
and experienced fishermen on the 
Island say that even a small amount 
of bottom-trawling by big vessels 
licensed to operate near Norfolk 
could create a serious shortage of 
trumpeter for the Island. 

Preliminary records of local cat¬ 
ches over the years shows that the 
availability of fish has been de¬ 
clining_ 

TOO MUCH? 

♦4000 SUGGESTED 
FOR BACK-BENCHERS 


A SALARY OF $4, 000 a year has 
been recommended by Australia’s 
Remuneration Tribunal as the ba¬ 
sic pay for members of Norfolk’s 
forthcoming Legislative Assembly. 

The Tribunal is expected to 


recommend that additional amounts 
be paid to the Assembly's president, 
vice-president and other executive 
members or H ministers". 

The Department of Home Affairs 
has said that Minister R. J. Ellicott 
had "accepted" the recommenda¬ 
tion, but it appears that neither the 
recommendation nor Mr. Ellicott’s 
acceptance of it is binding on the 
Assembly. 

After they are elected, the As¬ 
sembly members will need to con¬ 
sider die question and arrive at 
their own conclusions. Statements 
by Councillor Bryan Nunn and can¬ 
didate Ken Nobbs suggest that there 
may be controversy about the prop¬ 
er salary levels. 

Councillor Nunn has indicated 
that non-executive members of the 
Assembly may not have a heavy 
enough workload to justify $4, 000 
a year. Ken Nobbs has said he 
would be content with the $500 a 
year now paid to Councillors if he 
is elected. 

There is a deep-seated Island 
tradition that people who become 
elected representatives should do so 
as a matter of community service, 
rather than expecting their time to 
be paid for at something like nor¬ 
mal commercial rates. 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS 


Caledoniens 


S.A. 37.89(1000 CFP/Reglstered Off¬ 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURANGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pin St., TeL 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 


South Pacific 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 















BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs And 
purse* but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told U3: 

• 

Norfolk Souvenirs: 14 if people can find 
our sfcop - iV$ hidden behind others - 
they*!! find a lot of good buys; and we 
areopen lunchtimes & Wed- afternoon 

■ 

Prentice’s: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price* $2 -1230** 


Prouds: "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
pe>ware* crystal, china* cufflinks etc. 
-some well under £ mainland price. ” 

m 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
elec tile shavers in d hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine** 


• Camer alines; "We have a great* 
brand-new Norfolk island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay* 
Cemetery Bay* Rocky Point* Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5. * 


The Trading Post; "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers* every 
evening, planes allowing* M 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS- 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

' ’-ON MA't 8TH, 1978. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP' OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
'SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND.' 
THERE WAS TO BE 'CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY", COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - SO*. 













TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30. 8, 00. 12. 30, 1.00,?. 00, 2. 30, 3. 00. 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL'NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, >0. 00. 12.0.0, 1.05 


MONDAY 

&jL5 All Ga* 4p Outers 
10.05 fUjprt True End 
10.45Morning Serial 
U. 00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
} (Jazz Pr ogramme) 

8.00 Noel 

9.00 The Last Tycoon 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Eastern Windows, 
r Western Skies o 
10.05 Film & show music 
10. 30 Norfolk Island 

hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 4 
1.30* Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Trukking Time* 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 Family Hour 

9. 00 Maigret 

10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down memory lane 
TO.45 Morning serial 

11.15 Book reviews 

1.00 The Last Tycoon 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

7.00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy. drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

£lfi Green Dolphin country 
,10*05 Oasis of Shaliraar* 

10.45 Morning serial 


if 4 30 Requests 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2,00 Radio Au$t. relay 

4.30 Naked Glum Show 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 1 

Jamboree 

7.00 (dn day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dr. Findlay's Case¬ 

book 

10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Jethro Tull Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C.of E. Proyamme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Anst. & local news 
T 10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Goons 

12.00 Local news 
12.16 Swop Shop 
1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

8.1WMW 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, mtisic, etc. 


THg 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 

ties" have always said the Pitcairners* 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust.,$l to box 94. 


The; ISLAND'S NEWEST hotel - IN a BEAUTIFUL garden SETTING 



Cocktail 
Bar and 






,s YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
.o VlNE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

t bin» 

i-v 


Jr A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
I^ E^ENSiVE A LA CARTE MENU 

% > 


ism 


QfW I- 

-s v I^'^^-SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
: ' ' DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 












































No extra 
lenses needed. 


Big zoom. Compact size. 




The Minolta 
110 Zoom SLR. 


you can 
depend on it 


its from 
CameraHrjes. 



















SUN 

15 July 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


29 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M l-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


5 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■ Church services 
■Museum open (M 1-4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.Q0) 


'"’Norfolk Island 

MON 

16 

■ Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

17 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'danfs Din (G) 


WED 

18 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30; 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT8pm) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

C’dant’s Din (G) 



■ Museum open (M1 - 4. 3 0 ) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 


30 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


31 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
• Housie (RSLSprn' 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ C'dant’s Din (G) 


1 August 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


6 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


7 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant's Din (G) 


8 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


13 

■Housie (LC) - 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C‘dant*s Din (G) 


15 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


L 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

19 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

20 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

21 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


26 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

• Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


27 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) . 




WIND ROSf ‘ 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



s 


LOCATIONS 


2 • 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.G0) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


3 

• Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


4 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


9 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
•Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


10 

.■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 



■SDA service 


•Housie (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


- A NOTABLE DATE ON NORFOLK ISLAND - 

July 25th, 1828 is an important date for Norfolk Island laws. On some matters the law 
here is established by Acts of the Australian Parliament. On some other matters, the 
law Is laid down in local Norfolk Island Ordinances and regulations. But on all other 
matters, not covered by an Australian Act or a Norfolk Ordinance, the laws of England 
on July 25th, 1828, still apply here. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues CJub 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA 0 S N NORFOLK 1 ARE CAMERALINES 























NEW 


CAMERALINES 



CHINON 35F-MA COMPACT 35MM 

- AUTO-WINDING 

- AUTO-FOCUStttGi 


STEREO SUPER-8 SOUND PROJECTOR 
BUILT-IN MONITORING EDITOR 


SUPER 8 SOUND MOVIE CAMERA 

- FAST LENS FOR INDOOR WORK 

- POWER ZOOM LENS 

- AUTOMATIC LAP DISSOLVES 


CE-4 MEMOTRON 35MM S.L.R. 

- ONE OF THE MOST SOPHISTICATED 
APERTURE-PRIORITY AUTOMATICS 
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SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists* with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of tbe.Island's freehold and 
Crown lease lSmd, and well oyer half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia a*d New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities far generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting confect has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years Invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions In the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some tupplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data nasded by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of die 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners 1 three-storey gaol 





building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings* but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces* with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Islands roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment* providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

NORFOLK ISLAND is one of the few 
remaining colonies in the South 
Pacific. The people of the Island 
are classified by Freedom House of 
New York as being only "partly free" 
because Australia will not permit 
democratic government on the Isl¬ 
and. 

The fact was plainly put to Nor¬ 
folk's elected Councillors by Aust¬ 
ralia's Minister for Home Affairs* 
lion. R.J. Ellicott* in March, 1979. 
"You are under the complete bond¬ 
age of the Australian Parliament* " 
he told them. "You are not free. ” 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island’s form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
rrio, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
be right to make laws on Australia - 
vide and international matters such 
as currency, banking* matrimonial 
matters, navigation, foreign affairs 
ana so on. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen- 
cum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia’s tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk’s laws* social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
said that a new form of government 
would be worked out in collaboration 
and consultation with the Council 
and the people. He then began 
some five months of secret discus¬ 
sions with the Council, at the end 
of which he introduced a new Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill into the Australian 
House of Representatives. The Isl¬ 
and's 1 reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 


ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott* the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 
included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers formally declared 
that if the new form of government 
was not based on the freely-given 
consent of the people* they would 
not consider it fully legitimate. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The Bill became law in May, 

1979, despite the Island's protests. 

No referendum on its acceptabil¬ 
ity to the people was permitted. 

The United Nations Association 
of Australia* which had studied 
the Norfolk situation in detail and 
had severely criticised Australia 
for being in flagrant violation of 
U.N. covenants* said that the 
"self-government" provisions sup¬ 
posedly contained in the new law 
were "a charade". 

What the great majority of 
Norfolk residents appear to want is 
government by consent* with the 
electors having the right to elect 
all individuals who have power to 
make local laws. Under the new 
Norfolk Island Act, a Norfolk Legis¬ 
lative Assembly will have the right 
to propose laws on almost any Nor¬ 
folk matter. Whether Australia 
will accept the Assembly's judg¬ 
ment of what is best for Norfolk* 
or whether Australia will use its 
power to impose laws for its own 
purposes* against the will of the 
people, remains to be seen. 

The Island's new government 
does not grant any right demo¬ 
cracy to tiie people. The Austral¬ 
ian Parliament has not relinquished 
any of its ability to dictate, and^. 
the people of Norfolk are still* in 
Mr. Ellicott's words of March* 1979, 
under the complete bondage of the 
Parliament. 




A PERSONALITY SKETCH, PRAWN FROM THE NEWS’S FILE 


PETER COLEMAN: A NEW KIND OF MAN 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems sure to be 
in for some surprising ' Changes as 
a result of the appointment of Mr* 
Peter Coleman as the new Adminis¬ 
trator starting September 5th. 

In his style, abilities and ideas, 
William Peter Coleman is different 
from anything Government House 
has seen before. 

Residents of the Island may find it 
difficult to form a clear impression 
of him, because the Administrator 
will no longer be chairman of the 
Norfolk Island Council* 

Past Administrators have made 
their greatest Impact on the people 
of the Island through the broadcast 
monthly Council meetings. The 
personality and policies of an Ad¬ 
ministrator have become well- 
known through what he says over the 
air, v in live debate. 

But Peter Coleman may be heard 
on Norfolk radio only rarely. The 
new Legislative Assembly will elect 
its own president to chair its meet¬ 
ings, and the Administrator probably 
won't take any part in them. 

Peter Coleman was born in Mel¬ 
bourne in 1928. His parents separ¬ 
ated while he was still a boy. He 
grew up during the World War II 
years in Sydney, living with his fa¬ 
ther. 

His father was a passionate Labor 
man, and regarded himself as a re¬ 
bel. Peter Coleman wrote later, 
n After some years of the humilia¬ 
tion of casual work or no work and 
of neglect of his health from which 
he never really recovered, he was 
in the money again and it was to be 
spent, not saved... my father was 
what I would later learn to call 
right-wing Labor, and for him the 
conservative parties were always 
the parties of unemployment and 
depression." 

Peter Coleman went to Sydney 
University at age 17, flirted with 
communism, and gained a Bache- 
lot jof Arts degree. Then he went 
to England, and was accepted at 
the London School of Economics, 
where he received*a Master of Sci¬ 
ence degree in economics. 

At London he was strongly in¬ 
fluenced by the ideas of Ptof. Mi¬ 
chael Oakeshott. "Oakeshott says 
a politician must have a feel for 
society, M Peter Coleman says. 
"Reading a constitution is a sign of 
failure. People who have to live 
by the rule book are, in my view, 
bad politicians. M 


While he was in England he met 
and married his wife, Verna. 

They spent a year living in the 
Sudan, where Mr. Coleman had ta¬ 
ken an appointment as a teacher in 
a boys' school. Then they went back 
to Australia, and he went back to 
university - studying anarchism in 
France in the 19th century. 

About that time he became inter¬ 
ested in the Australian Association 
for Cultural Freedom, which pub¬ 
lished the quarterly magazine 
"Quadrant*. The Association and 
its magazine were intellectual, 
right-wing, anti-communist. Some 
years later it became apparent that 
financial support for them flowed 
from America's CIA, through an in¬ 
ternational organisation in Paris 
called the Confess for Cultural 
Freedom. 

Peter Coleman said he was un¬ 
aware of any significant CIA fund¬ 
ing - but acknowledged that he was 
"quite pro-CIA in some ways". 

In 1959 he joined the Packer pub¬ 
lishing group in Sydney as a journal¬ 
ist. He wrote a book, "Obscenity, 
Blasphemy and Sedition", which ar¬ 
gued against censorship - but in a 
second edition some years later, re¬ 
versed many of his views and argued 
that some restraints are wise. With¬ 
in five years he became editor of 
The Bulletin, Frank Packer's nation¬ 
al weekly magazine of current 
events and comment. He ran the 
magazine - subject always to Frank 
Packer's strong-arm rule - for three 
years. 



PETER COLEMAN 


While at The Bulletin he began 
reading for admission to the legal 
profession, and studied with barris¬ 
ter Neville Wran, now Premier of 
New South Wales. 

The N.S. W. Liberal Party liked 
Peter Coleman's looks and offered 


him pre-selection for a new State 
Legislative Assembly seat. Fuller. 

He was elected - and at about the 
same time he was hired to be editor 
of "Quadrant" magazine. He re¬ 
signed as its editor seven years later 
in 1975, when he was appointed to 
full-time Ministerial duties in the 
State government. 

He wasn't in that position long, 
for Labor swept the State elections 
in less than a year, led by his form¬ 
er associate, Neville Wran. 

In 1977, following fierce, behind- 
the-scenes political jockeying, he 
emerged as the new head of the 
Liberal Party in the State Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly, and Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Little over a year later, the 
1978 elections unhorsed him once 
again. In a massive swing to La¬ 
bor, the voters in his own elector¬ 
ate of Fuller tipped him out. In 
a long, analytical article about it 
in the Sydney Morning Herald im¬ 
mediately after the election, he 
said that something new had hap¬ 
pened in Australian politics. 

"The Liberal Party has pointed 
to the 'image unit' of the Prem¬ 
ier's Department, die score or so 
of public servants whose job it is 
to polish the Premier's image daily, 
at a cost to die taxpayer of more 
than $1 million a year?, be wrote. 

"But this unit could only oper¬ 
ate so effectively with a man of 
Mr. Wran's gifts for television. 

"Nothing can discount his per¬ 
sonal triumph. It is a triumph of 
a new kind, simply because it was 
exclusively based on what Labor 
called his personality, image, ap¬ 
pearance, charm. 

*But the novelty of this election 
was that the Labor Party had no 
policy, vision, propam or party 
label. It bad only the media per¬ 
sonality. " 

Shortly after last October's de¬ 
feat, he accepted a six-mouth's 
appointment as visiting professor 
at the University of South Carolina, 
in the U. S. He lectured on Aust¬ 
ralian politics and studied Ameri¬ 
can politics, interviewing as many 
prominent U.S. political figures as 
he could. While they were there 
Mrs. Coleman worked on a bi¬ 
ography she is wridng of die Aust¬ 
ralian feminist and novelist. Miles 
Franklin. They returned only in 
June, and Peter Coleman was ap¬ 
proached about the Norfolk posi- 
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tion shortly after they got back. 

There is a saying on Norfolk 
that in time, living at Govern¬ 
ment House gets to any man - and 
he begins thinking of himself as 
one of the last remaining ornaments 
of the faded British colonial empire. 

It is not imaginable that Peter 
Coleman would enjoy that sort of 
role. What sort of an Administra¬ 
tor he will be, no one could pos¬ 
sibly guess at this point - but what¬ 
ever the Island is getting it won't 
be a Colonel Blimp. He is too 
young, tough, changeable, intel¬ 
lectual, aggressive, shy, educated 
and quick to take the title of Ad¬ 
ministrator of Norfolk Island that 
pompously. 

Why didn't he continue his pol¬ 
itical career, with a safe seat in 
the Australian House of Represent¬ 
atives offered to him? No one has 
said, but The News's guess is that 
he cares too much about his fam¬ 
ily and his private life to spend 
half his time off iik£anberra! 

Most politicians, he said in an 
article in last December’s ^Cur¬ 
rent Affairs Bulletin", "have dis¬ 
ciplined and moulded themselves 
to - or internalised - the values of 
the party. They have, with ex¬ 
ceptions, become personifications 
of die consensus of the party. " 

But he noted that sometimes part¬ 
ies make an exception and endorse 
"exceptional men" who add to die 
party's prestige and usually make a 
contribution to legislation. 

Such men, he says, often do not 
last the distance. 

"Once they have done what they 
believe to be their particular tasl4 
they are often repelled by the pros¬ 
pect of years of patient playing of 
factional Ins and outs, of ritual 
cheering or booing, of slow persua¬ 
sion of party or public opinion. 

They tend to resume their form¬ 
er successful careers and the pleas¬ 
ures of a private life." 

Perhaps Peter Coleman sees him¬ 
self as that sort of "exceptional man", 
now wanting to return to a career as 
a political philosppher and author, 
and to enjoy the pleasures of a pri¬ 
vate life. Perhaps, if he considers 
that his ten years in politics has'been 
his real career so far, he may look 
toward some future political endorse¬ 
ment, when his unusual combination 
of experience and abilities may be 
more productive in federal govern¬ 
ment than they could be just now. 

But meanwhile, for three years 
or so, he seems certain to give Nor¬ 
folk a different kind of Administra¬ 
torship than the Island has seen so 
far. 
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NEW LIGHT ON PITCAIRNERS’ RIGHTS 


NEW EVIDENCE on the Pitcairners' 
historic rights to Norfolk Island was 
published and put on sale in Island 
shops last month. 

A revised edition of "the docu¬ 
ments" - a best-seller on Norfolk 
for the past year, but out-of-print 
since April - presents for the first 
time an explanation of how gen¬ 
erations of authorities in Australia 
could have misunderstood the agree¬ 
ment made between the Pitcairners 
and the British Government in 1856. 

The publication, titled "The Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers Rights to Norfolk 
Island", has only 16 pages. It re¬ 
produces ten historic documents 
from government archives in Eng¬ 
land and in New South Wales, and 
includes extensive commentary on 
their significance. 

"The authorities have always re¬ 
lied on a series of documents which 
were presented to both houses of the 
British Parliament in February, 185% 
and June, 1857, " says the newly- 
revised edition of the publication. 

It says three serious anomalies 
have been discovered in these Parl¬ 
iamentary papers. 

"The anomalies strongly suggest 
chat official historians and adminis¬ 
tering authorities may have been 
inis-led over the years, " it says. 

The three anomalies are - 

# The Rules and Regulations for 
the Governor of Norfolk Island were 
for some reason not included. 

They had been appended to the 
Order4n-Council of June 24th, 1856. . 
They changed the apparent author¬ 
ity of the Governor quite radically* 
The Order-in-Council seemed to 
give the Governor full power to 
make laws and control Norfolk's 
land without any reference to the 


people* But in the*Rules and Regu¬ 
lations, the Queen bound the Gov¬ 
ernor to. use those powers only in 
keeping with the Pitcairners' estab¬ 
lished "laws and usages". They 
made the Governor little more 
(to use Denison’s own words) than 
"somebody to whom they might 
make their wants known, and 
through whom they may correspond 
with Her Majesty's Government". 

The omission of the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations makes the Parliamentary 
papers, on their own, seriously mis¬ 
leading. 

#A document of great import ¬ 
ance was primed out of sequence 
and out erf context, thus altering 
its apparent meaning. This was a 
despatch of July 9th, 1856 from 
England's Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to Governor Denison. 

It expressed the Government's full 
approval for Denison’s plan to give 
all of the Norfolk's land to the Pit¬ 
cairners. But it does not appear in 
sequence with Denison's plan, in 
the Parliamentary papers of -Feb¬ 
ruary 5, 1857. It appeared months 
later in the papers given to Parlia¬ 
ment in June, among a miscellany 
of other documents. Thus mis- 
positioned, it appears to be little 
more than a commendation of Deni¬ 
son, and permission for him to pay 
a visit to Norfolk Island. 

#The third anomaly concerns a 
supposed alteration to Denison's 
original offer to the Pitcairners, 

In the Parliamentary papers the al¬ 
teration seems to have been made 
before the bargain was agreed to. 
Actually it was not even thought of 
until after the Pitcairners had already 
accepted the original offer. 


The publication says "To the extent 
that the authorities have been ^d 
astray by the incomplete and rriis- 
sequenced Parliamentary papers of 
1857, they appear to have unwitting¬ 
ly, sometimes forcibly, deprived 
generations of Pitcairners from the 
just benefits of a bargain reached 
between their ancestors and the 
British Government. 

The legal significance of such 
an old wrong, perpetuated for over a 
century and repeatedly re-asserted, 
could be determined only by an ap¬ 
propriate court. It seems improb¬ 
able that such a determination will 
ever be made. The Australian Gov¬ 
ernment is naturally loath to inquire 
into a possible wrongful seizure of 
lands by its predecessors. The Pit¬ 
cairn descendants have neither the 
funds nor the appetite for complex 
and costly suits at law. If a court 
were to review the matter, it could 
well find that all of Norfolk's 
"Crown" lands - including such his¬ 
toric buildings as the "Minister’s 
Office" at No. 11 Quality Row, the 
Administration building, and even 
Government House - rightfully be¬ 
long to the Pitcairners, and have 
wrongfully been claimed by New 
South Wales and Australian Govern¬ 
ments. 

The human significance of the 
story is clearer; The historic docu¬ 
ments presented here seem to make 
it obvious that a small group of 
peaceable people has been disdain¬ 
ed and put down, again and again 
for some five generations, for per¬ 
severing in a belief handed down 
from their ancestors - a belief 
which has apparently been entirely 
correct all along." 


‘HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 







1IK 



SCREENING LATEST - RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8 PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


"A SMALL TOWN IN TEXAS" - Western ... "INTERNATIONAL VELVET" - 
Sequel to die old favourite... "SHEBA BABY" - Detective... "WHO IS 
KILLING THE GREAT CHEFS OF EUROPE?"... "WAGES OF FEAR"-Drama 


HITS 
SCHEDULED 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICER spares in stock 
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ANGER, RESENTMENT AS MR. ELUCOTT REPLACES NORFOLK’S METHOD OF VOTING 


Council slams Minister* ‘Colonialism’ in changing voting system . 


June 22 Council: 

Cr. Bluchen H ... 1 don’t really know 
how to start this. After receiving 
this memorandum of the Minister's 
message to Chairman of Council* 
it made me wonder really what 
intentions the Australian Govern¬ 
ment has for Norfolk Island. 

*Doe$ it have in mind that Nor¬ 
folk Island commences a new fu¬ 
ture with a form of consensus of 
government, or does it have in mind 
that bureaucrats and the Australian 
Government will continue to 'keep 
the thumb* on this Island without 
endeavouring to take into full ac¬ 
count the wishes of the elected 
representatives Of die people? 

*1 wonder if this is going to be 
the^form which the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Government is going to take 
in the future. 

T personally have ho objection 
to an idea of a change, but I do 
very strongly object to the prin¬ 
ciple of the enforcement of die 
change in this voting system with¬ 
out consent, without the people 
having the benefit of expressing 
their wishes. 

The form of consensus;, as 1 see 
it Mr. Chairman, and which the 
Minister has been talking about for 
some time now, seems to me to be 
'going down the drain* a little. 

T very strongly object to the 
method of introduction of a change 
in the voting system. 

'1 believe it could easily have 
been introduced at any time in the 
past for Council and the people to 
have looked at and then come for¬ 
ward at the appropriate time and 
agree, or disagree* or have a bet¬ 
ter understanding and a better con¬ 
sultation - a more lengthy consulta¬ 
tion - with die people, with the 
Minister, with the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment, on this issue. 

"As I see it, this attitude is not 
one that goodwill can be built on 
in the future. The attitude of 'push¬ 
ing it down our throats' whether we 
like it or not is not the basis to 
build future relationships on, and I 
see it as a bad omen for govern¬ 
ment by consensus in the future for 
Norfolk Island. 

*1 say again, its the Government 
or die bureaucrats making one last- 
minute reminder of the bondage 
under which Norfolk Island *s people 
are still being kept... ** 


Cr. McIntyre: "... the issue here 
today is not proportional representa¬ 
tion, nor the merits of it, nor die 
merits of the present system. 

'The issue today is die source of 
our laws for an election. 

’The proposal that the Minister 
has is to introduce proportional repre¬ 
sentation because at this moment it 
seems to him to be a good idea. 

Tn this, as far as I can see, he is 
alone. The Council has not support¬ 
ed him; there is no popular movement 
towards proportion representation. It's 
an idea of his that he is wishing to im¬ 
pose on the people of Norfolk Island. 

The result of a change in the vo¬ 
ting system, it may be confidently 
stated, will alier the composition of 
the Assembly that results. Conse¬ 
quently it is not a trivial matter -- 
it really does go to the nature of 
the future Legislative Assembly and 
those who will be on it. 

Tt seems to me that, under any 
fair and proper view of a democrat¬ 
ic process, it ought not to be for 
one man - who is not responsible 
to the people of Norfolk Island - to 
tell them how they should vote, 
how they should conduct a matter 
which is basically of concern to 
them. It's a matter for the elec¬ 
tors, it's a matter within the power 
of die electors* it's a matter within 
Norfolk Island. It affects the lives 
of people here, yet doesn't make 
a sciap of difference to the way 
people on the mainland conduct 
their affairs. It is essentially a 
domestic matter and yet it's funda¬ 
mental and constitutional in its 
nature. It comes within all the 
traditional criteria for the public 
process before any change proceeds. 

T believe that the Minister's 
own previous words on 'consensus* 
should be forcibly put to him... 

Tt seems to me that the Minis¬ 
ter's action raises a fist over die 
whole system and is now quite 
capable of dealing a very basic 
blow to that system... 

"Accordingly, it seems to me 
that if the Minister is unwilling to 
reconsider his position - in the light 
of the proceedings here today - 
it's essential that voting for the As¬ 
sembly be deferred until a referen¬ 
dum of the people has determined 
under which voting system we are 
to .proceed. 

T can't see for die life of me how 
it is a matter for the Minister to say 


how it's going to happen. It's a 
matter internal to Norfolk Island 
and it's for the people to say. 

T therefore commend the motion. 

Cr. Bennett: ... I support and 
echo the sentiments of Cr. McIn¬ 
tyre. 

"Mr. Chairman, it's with a great 
deal of disappointment that I join 
in the debate on the issue at hand, 
i. e. the introduction of a further 
constitutional change for Norfolk 
Island against the wishes of the 
elected representatives of this Isl¬ 
and, and in complete and uttet 
disregard for the electors. 

Time and time again, the Min¬ 
ister has expressed to Council hi* 
confidence that consensus-type 
government will work, arid tharhis 
Government is keen to make it work. 

On the 9th October last at Rawson 
Hall, the Minister addressed a ga¬ 
thering saying, amongst other tilings, 
that in the past this Island's govern¬ 
ment has worked by a form of con¬ 
sensus and he goes on to say * We 
are trying to work it out so that this 
will be the system in the future'. 

fAgain, in the second reading 
speech on the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978/79 in the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment, the Minister said: 'The suc¬ 
cess of the arrangement now proposed 
in the Norfolk Island Bill will depend 
greatly on the maintenance of close 
co-operation between the Common¬ 
wealth Government and the Norfolk 
Island Legislative Assembly. On 
many important matters, the only 
workable method of proceeding is 
by way of consensus. " 

*There has been much sceptical 
speculation in the community 
about this government by consensus. 
However, wherever possible, Coun¬ 
cillors have attempted to reassure 
the electors that government by con¬ 
sensus might be possible. 

"Alas, we appear to have been 
misled and in turn have misled many 
of the electors by lulling them into 
a false sense of security. 

Ty the Minister's proposed action, 
we have just learnt what the Aust¬ 
ralian Government really means by 
'government by consensus'. It ob¬ 
viously means doing as you’re told, 
or doing what the Commonwealth 
says, which, in effect, perpetuates 
the autocratic, patronising voice 
of colonialism from which this Island 
has been struggling to stay clear of 
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for many a long year. 

'In the course of a debate on the 
P.R. system* Council should have 
woken tp thisfact as the Minister 
eluded to tiie Australian Govern¬ 
ment's colonialist attitude when he 
said* 'The virtues of the two sys¬ 
tems (that is of voting) were very 
mudi a matter of judgement. What 
is important is whether those pro¬ 
posing it believe it is fair*. 

'This statement, Mr. Chairman* 
is the very definition of colonialism. 

If this is really what is meant by gov¬ 
ernment by consensus, then the Nor¬ 
folk Island is a sham and the only 
sensible action is 'to stop the bu^ 
and get out before it's too late...- 

*What a mockery this proposed 
action makes of democracy! The 
universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which is supported by the 
Australian Government, states that 
the will of the people shall be the 
basis of the authority of govern¬ 
ment. 

*A new form of government was 
needed for the Island and die Aust¬ 
ralian Government has introduced 
a particular form in the Norfolk 
Island Bill. It is plainly desirable 
that the new form of government 
for the Island should have its author¬ 
ity correctly based. It is possible 
to achieve this only if the will of 
the people of the Island is reliably 
determined, and that is by referen¬ 
dum. 

'The time, of course, has now 
passed for a referendum to be held 
prior to the forthcoming elections, 
and thus the most responsible and 
democratic action would be to hold 
the elections under the present sys¬ 
tem concurrently with a referendum 
to decide the electors* wishes on 
the desired form of voting for .future 
elections. 

'Come on Australia! Be wise 
enough to allow democracy and the 
will of the people to prevail. 

T wholeheartedly support the 
motion, Mr. Chairman." 

Cr. MacKenzie: ".T support the 
motion. I am thoroughly disappoint¬ 
ed and disgusted that die Minister 
has decided to introduce proportion¬ 
al representation against the advice 
of jthis Council. 

This issue, to me, is deeper 
than the kind of voting system there 
should be. 

"All through our negotiations with 
the Minister, he asked us to rely on 
the principle of government by con¬ 
sensus in areas where we thought the 
Commonwealth was retaining too 
much power . 

« "Not long ago in this Council, I 
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expressed views about whether a con¬ 
sensus arrangement would work, and 
I gave examples of failure in past 
years. 

Vm very sorry to learn that the 
Minister sees consensus as being only 
what he wants. Persuade the Coun¬ 
cil if you .can, but, if you can't, 
do it my way!'**." 

Cr. Quintal: "I agree wholehearted¬ 
ly with the motion moved by Cr. Me 
Intyre and the views expressed by 
other Councillors. 

'It has come as a shock to most of 
us Councillors, if not all. 

T feel we have been badly treat¬ 
ed by the Minister, as he was the 
one who has always preached the 
word 'consensus'. 

"He has always talked about co¬ 
operation with the Council. 

Tt seems to me he wants us to 
agree with anything he puts forward. 
This seems to be one-sided and is 
not consensus at all. 

T)ne thing seems certain to me 
and that is that he would like to see 
new faces on the Council. I can't 
see the reason for him wanting to 
see new faces, and I feel that we 
should have the privilege - or the 
people should have die privilege - 
of deciding what form they vish the 
voting to take place. 

"Whether the new system will 
achieve adiat the Minister seems to 
want to have I do not know. 

'In the past, we have had many 
Ministers over Norfolk Island. We 
have had to put up with quite a lot 
from some of them, and if the Min¬ 
ister does not allow us to have a 
referendum on this most vital mat¬ 
ter, he will go down in my estima¬ 
tion forever... *' 

Cr. Nunn: 

T, for one, think as Cr. Blucher 
said that it's a shocking omen for 
the way the Assembly is going to 
be treated in the future, and a 
chocking omen for the possibil¬ 
ity of real consensus. 

'Consensus doesn't mean the 
Minister giving away, or us giving 
awayj it means looking at what is 
the will of the people. If it is a 
matter of judgement, then I say 
let's have a referendum and let 
the people judge and not one man. " 

Cr. Buffett: "... I regret that I 
am not in accord with all the other 
Councillors. 

T really don't agree that the 
main question is the principle that 
has been expounded principally 
by Cr. McIntyre. I really think 
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by taking that view that we're 
getting away from the main ques¬ 
tion, which is the method of vo¬ 
ting in Nhifolk Island.... 

Ttow if system iefair, ihm 
all for it, Mr. Chairman. I don’t 
think we should have our views col¬ 
oured by having people say that the 
present system is simple and it's 
known to us. If the proposed system 
is fair, and taking into account that 
the Island is developing in new re¬ 
sponsibility and it may well need 
some adjustment in the electoral 
process to ensure that the commun¬ 
ity is well represented in the new 
arrangement, and that the system is 
fair and will provide for that, then 
I am not opposed to it. 

"Let me also say that 1 am not 
really opposed to a referendum - 
I'm not trying to give that impres¬ 
sion. I am quite willing, if the 
community wishes to have a refer¬ 
endum, to do so, but I don't think 
it should delay a decision at this 
time.. 

July 4 Council, after 
the law was made: 

Cr. Blucher: "Now that this Ordinance 
has been made law, it is now law and 
that is probably the finish of that for 
the time being. 

However, Mr. Chairman, 1 think 
it only fair for me in particular to 
say something about that - about the 
way in which a provision within that 
law and that is the proportional repre¬ 
sentation provision has been imple¬ 
mented and the manner in which it 
has been implemented. 

T know we spoke at length at the 
previous Council meeting, hut I want 
to specifically and clearly say that 
I wholeheartedly support the call for 
a referendum that this Council 
placed forward on the issue of a 
change in die system of voting for 
the elections, when it made die 
resolution at the previous Council 
meeting... 

"I'd just like to try and twist the 
situation if I could, or change the 
circumstances around a bit. ... 
see what the reaction would be and 
Just let the Minister and his Depart¬ 
ment be in our shoes and the people 
of Norfolk Island, whom he didn't 
elect, say *We understand you, we 
want to do all that is best for you, 
but you will do it our way, whe¬ 
ther you like it or not. There is 
no consensus or concurrence al¬ 
lowed in this issue, Mr. Ellicott. 

It shallVbe done our way*. 

1 wonder how he would take 
that kind of dictatorship?.. 

29 





Norfolk 

ISLANDER Mera Martin and her 
husband Hamish live "Up in A-Stick" 
Past Poverty Row, .and* just'after 
the tar seal ends, you come to 
their charming home on the left. 
Surrounded by tropical shrubs and 
tucked back behind a Hawaiian 
style lanai is the home and farm 
they sometimes share with up to 
twenty-five guests. 

"Hamish and i have crept into 
this, " says Mera. "We took a few 
guests two or three years ago, just 
to see if we liked it. We thought 
we would but afterwards we had a 
couple or three weeks to talk about 
it. That’s the way to do things on 
Norfolk. 

If we had come here and sudden¬ 
ly opened up with unlimited capi¬ 
tal we would have made so many 
mistakes." 

Mera, born and raised on Norfolk, 
married New Zealander Hamish 
when she was 16£ years old. Her 
husband-to-be had to write a letter 
to Mera’s mother, according to law 
then, requesting permission to marry 
her. Hamish, 24, was here on the 
first leg of a ’round the world work¬ 
ing holiday with one of his friends 
but never got any farther than Nor¬ 
folk. He beachcombed here for 
two years and then went work 
at "Oceanside*, which is now the 
Paradise Hotel. "I had a half¬ 
share in the old picture theatre -- 
the old Raw son Hall --as well as 
working at "Oceanside", recalls 
Hamish. "And I may be wrong, 
but 1 think 1 started the first milk 
shakes on the Island. There was 
a proper little shop which sold can¬ 
dies. 

Everyone went to the movies in 
those days and Islanders may re¬ 
member the little bloke who ran the 
projector. His name was Gordon 
Lloyd. He was the camera man - 
ex-Movietone News. 

Teople went to die pictures on 
horses, in buggies and many on the 
back of Mera’s brother’s truck - 
singing all the way. " 

When Mera was asked what she 
especially loved about her child¬ 
hood on Norfolk, Hamish interrupt¬ 
ed and said, "ME! " But she con¬ 
tinued, "I liked being known, for 
one thing. The nicest thing about 
being brought up here is the feeling 
that if anything was wrong or you 



were worried about anything, there 
was always someone who knew you 
and who could take you home. 

Whereas to ask a policeman in a 
city, that was awful. 

'Here on Norfolk you tend to look 
at people's faces. When I went to 
Auckland, I felt stupid doing it. 

You ignore people there and just 
look in the shop windows. " 

Mera was the youngest of nine 
children. Five of her brothers and 
sisters live on Norfolk too* Pam 
Hattersley, Esme Tavener and Dtiyell, 
Frankie and Sid Christian. As child¬ 
ren, they lived down at die bottom 
of Mill Road. They didn’t need to 
go outside to get anyone to play 
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with them as they entertained them¬ 
selves. 

*1 grew up here during the War. 

I remember all the soldiers popping 
up out of the bush --on route mar¬ 
ches. We hadn’t had any traffic be¬ 
fore and we had to learn about look¬ 
ing out for Army vehicles. 

T can only just remember the 
Avenue of Pines. I was a bit young 
to be "involved in all the contro¬ 
versy about it." 

Hamish and Mera stayed in New 
Zealand to live after .their wedding 
in 1950. Their three children were 
born there. 

Mera studied child psychology, 
was a playcentre supervisor in Auck¬ 
land for five years and later studied 
accountancy at Auckland Techni¬ 
cal Institute. Life on Norfolk now 
is a far cry from the financial world 
she was involved in. Hamish was 
with one of the big three wholesale 
drug companies. 

Five years ago at Christmas time 


LIVING 

the Martins all came to Norfolk for 
the holidays. With them came Meg 
and Howard Pitcher and their four 
children, plus another family - all 
close friends. There were 12 young¬ 
sters (8 teenagers) and six parents. 
They stayed for 20 days, and, says 
Hamish, "We had a wow of a time!" 

"We just couldn’t settle down af¬ 
terwards, " said Mera. 

Their daughter Jenny stayed on 
the Island after the big Christmas 
visit. She started looking for a 
small piece of property for herself 
and writing back to her parents * 
about each one. Soon she suggest¬ 
ed her parents buy a larger property 
and cut out a little bit for her. She 
wrote about a property across from 
the Martins' present home and men¬ 
tioned that there was a lovely proper¬ 
ty across the road with a nice large 
home, a flat underneath and a tt 
breathtaking view of Mt. Pitt and 
Mt. Bates - but didn’t think they’d 
be interested. 

"When we got her letter we start¬ 
ed thinking about it and imagining 
living on Norfolk. Hamish bad al¬ 
ways wanted to retire here, " said 
Mera. 

Tt made us sort out our priorities - 
what our aims in life were, " Ham- 
ish.addsi "L4»d had the same job, 
in the same building, lived in the 
same house with the same wife for 
24 years - there’d been no upheav¬ 
al in my life. There are not many 
people you can say that about. 

There wasn't one day, Monday to 
Friday, where I didn’t wake up and 
think, here we go again - another 
day in that concrete jungle, 
and a day closfer to being put in the 
box. I was a director and manager 
of the warehouse of the company - 
very, very busy." 

So they bought the property with 
the large home, the flat underneath 
and the spectacular view of Mt. Pitt 
and Mt. Bates. 

They have had to make very few 
alterations to it except for adding a 
new guest bedroom. They built it 
in 12 days, just in time for a guest 
to sleep in it. 

Depending on the composition of 
their guests’ families, the Martins’ 
place (it’s called ‘Highlands") can 
hold about 25 guests. One couple 
has visited three times in the last 
four months. 
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*Out of 12 here the other day, 8 
are returns, " said Hamish. "I think 
one of the things that people like is 
uie complete lack of anything com¬ 
mercial, Often when they leave us 
they say 'Thank you for sharing your 
home and yourselves. * We try to 
keep it homely. As though someone 
is just walking into an Island home. 
People like to see a family, relat¬ 
ives coming in - we take guests to 
family gatherings if they want to 
g°- 

"Sometimes people get off the 
plane at half past two and a couple 
of hours later are slap-bang in the 
middle of an Island happening with 
Norfolk Island lingo being spoken 
all around them. tt 

Mera says that so far, since they 
came back to live, not one of their 
children has been away from Norfolk 
for one of their holidays. Their 
three children are fenny Donaldson 
(married to Graham) with twins 
Jamie - and Anna, now living on 
Norfolk, and sons Brett and Howard, 
who are studying in New Zealand. 

The Martins' latest accommoda¬ 
tion, called "The Banana House", 
began as a project of son Brett’s. 

He loves working with wood and de¬ 
cided to build a huge A-frame to 
let bananas ripen in. It turned out 
to be just too grand for bananas, and 
has since grown into* a very ele¬ 
gant house) in the woods, where a 
couple or family can have breakfast 
brought down to them in bed from 
the main house until mid-day. It's 
beautifully finished in Norfolk Pine 
and is really quite: luxurious. 

'1 have been one to say to others 
on the Island, ’why don’t you start 
a guest house?'" says Mera. "I am 
not in favour of a big hotel. We 
can't hope to compete with Surfers 
or Waikiki. We have something 
different here, and I think that is 
what will always get people off the 
beaten track to come here. H 


wanted 


WOULD LIKE TO BUY SOME 
COUNTERWEIGHTS TO SUIT 
"DA VIES" MODEL D PUMP 
ON A BORE. IF YOU HAVE 
ANY EXTRA PLEASE SEE 
JOHN PEARSON AT ELEC¬ 
TRONIC IMPORTS SHOP OR 
RING 2348 EVENINGS. 



WITH WINTER APPROACHING 1 
thought this Tuna Pot Pie would 
warm the cockles of your heart... 

TUNA POT PIE 

Saute 5 strips hacon until crisp 
and drain on paper toweling. 

Remove all but 4 tablespoons fat 
from skillet and blend in 8 table¬ 
spoons fat from skillet and blend 
in 8 tablespoons plain flour. Grad¬ 
ually add 4 cups milk, stirring un¬ 
til smooth. Season with 1 table¬ 
spoon dried parsley or 2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh parsley, 1 teaspoon 
salt, J teaspoon pepper and 1/8 teas¬ 
poon rosemary. Cook until thick¬ 
ened, stirring frequently. Drain 3 


- 1ION1) 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 

SOME DAY, perhaps, someone will 
write the stories of the families who 
pioneered Australia’s wine industry 
and whose descendants are still very 
much in evidence. Some might be 
slender volumes but others will merit 
a saga and one such would be Sep-: 
pelt. 

Joseph Seppelt was head of a fam¬ 
ily business in Silesia which special¬ 
ised in tobacco and snuff but also 
dabbied'te liqueurs. As Silesia was 
not at the time (1849) a very happy 
place he decided to migrate to South 
Australia with his family, his em¬ 
ployees and thirteen neighbouring 
families whom he sought to put to 
work growing and processing tobac¬ 
co. 

After a couple of unsuccessful at¬ 
tempts to produce that crop he turn¬ 
ed to pain and, as a sideline, some 
grapes. Soon he was encouraging 
his neighbours to do likewise. His 
first winery was a former cow shed 
but the wines were good and the 
business soon expanded until today 
"Seppeltsfield" is headquarters of 
a very large concern and a show- 


cups of good tuna and break into 
bite sized pieces. Add to sauce 
and keep hot. Meanwhile, beat 
leftover or cook enough mixed vege¬ 
tables to make 3 cups. Add \ cup 
grated sharp Cheddar cheese to 2 
cups packaged scone mix then fol¬ 
low the instructions on the packet, 
ftdd the hot vegetables to the sauce 
and pour into a 2 quart casserole. 
Sprinkle with crumbled bacon and 
arrange scones on top. Place im¬ 
mediately into a very hot oven and 
bake for 15 to 20 minutes or until 
the scones are golden brown. Makes 
8 servings. 

And here you have an easy to make 
dessert to please many a sweet pal¬ 
ate. 

WATERLILY CAKE (Dessert) 

1 Sponge Roll (jam filled) cut into 
slices to line a sponge tin. 

Filling 

1 can condensed milk, juice of 2 
lemons, 2 egg yolks. Beat this all 
together, then add stiffly beaten 
whites to mixture. Pour over sponge, 
place under griller just to brown. 
Store in the fridge till you are ready 
to use it. May be prepared the day 
before. 


place in its own right which at¬ 
tracts thousands of visitors each 
year. 

By 1916 they had taken over 
Chateau Tanunda, a prominent 
producer of brandies, and a few 
years later acquired Great Western 
(from whence the champagne). 
They have since extended into 
N. $. W. at Qualco on the River 
Murray and, recently, have been 
leaders in establishing a new and 
promising area at Keppoch between 
Great*\Ve$tem and Coonawarra. 

But now to look at some wines. 

Salinger White Burgundy fefrom 
Great Western and its hiakers ^p^ 
parently regard it as better Wdn its 
Barossa counterpart. I found the 
1977 vintage to have only a slight 
nose but good fruit, a pleasant 
light oak tang and a clean finish. 

A value wine $2. 05 and one 
which should age well. 

For some reason the labels on 
Moselles rarely tell us what grapes 
were used or where grown and die 
Seppelt 1977 Melita is no excep¬ 
tion. It is, nevertheless, notable 
for being just slightly sweet with a 
rich pungency which suggests a fair 
measure of Traminer in the blend. 
A pleasing wine worth all of its 
$2.05 price tag. 

Next month we may well look at 
more from the House of Seppelt. 
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Ldh*-frm it, low*. 
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Dear Mum, 

When one listens to the radio and 
reads the newspapers at the moment 
it certainly makes one realize how 
lucky we are to live here on Norfolk 
Island. There's so much 1 strife in 
the ; world f even in Australia with 
all the strikes, andindustrial doub¬ 
les. I remember reading about the 
hardships families were faced with 
when the State Electricity Commis¬ 
sion workers were on strike in Yal- 
lourn, Victoria last year. The men¬ 
folk were off work for weeks and 
families went through their life sav¬ 
ings trying to make ends meet. 

Then diere is the terrible plight of 
the ethnic Chinese being forced out 
of Vietnam. Thousands of people 


with nowhere to go. The ’ lie de 
Lumiere', a ship which used to call 
at Norfolk, is now a hospital ship 
and picked up 800 refugees last 
week, who were quite happy with 
the suggestion that they be taken to 
Paris for resettlement. 

What a sight it must have been 
from Skylab’s point of view - all 
these uplifted faces all over the 
world trying to catch a glimpse of 
Skylab's last minutes. We were 
kept up-to-date on its progress 
through the local radio station and 
I bet there were many of us scan¬ 
ning the skiesjast Wednesday night. 
There were some who even climb¬ 
ed up on to their roof. I guess there 
will be all sorts of theories as to 


whether it was really known where 
Skylab was going to land. From all 
accounts it must have been a spec¬ 
tacular sight as it plummetted to 
earth. 

In another six weeks* time on 24tb 
August the Norfolk Island teams will 
be leaving to participate in the 
South Pacific Games in Suva, Fiji* 
How exciting - this is the first time 
Norfolk Island will be represented. 
All competitors are keenly practis¬ 
ing. Won ! t it be a tremendous ex¬ 
perience for them all and with ail 
the 2, 500 competitors staying to¬ 
gether it will give them a marvel¬ 
lous opportunity to meet others from 
the Pacific Islands. Next time I 
write 1*11 tell you all about their 
uniform and the names of those in 
the various teams. 

Early this month a public meet¬ 
ing was convened by the Wives and 
Mothers Club so that those organi¬ 
sations and individuals who were 
interested in recognizing the Inter¬ 
national Year of the Child could 
get together and form a committee. 
A committee of nine Was formed 
with representatives from the Coun¬ 
cil of Youth and Radio Station, 
the Lions and Rotary Clubs, CWA, * 
the Wives and Mothers Club and the 
Norfolk Island Branch of the Far West 
plus a representative from the School 
and the Nursing Mothers Association. 
At its first formal meeting the Com¬ 
mittee decided to adopt as its speci¬ 
fic aim the raising of funds for an in¬ 
fant resuscitation volley and warmer 
for use in die delivery room at the 
Hospital. The Committee plans that 
September will be the "Month of die 
Child” here on Norfolk and a variety 
of activities will be held during this 
month orientated towards die child¬ 
ren, the climax being the "Care for 
Kids” concert to be held on Saturday 
29th September. The Committee al¬ 
so plans to inform die community of 
those projects already being under¬ 
taken on the Island by the different 
organisations to help alleviate the 
problems of health, hunger and edu¬ 
cation of those children in under¬ 
privileged communities. 

Well, it*s almost time for me to 
organize my boys for football. 

Life seems quite hectic when one's 
children are babies but as they grow 
older and have all sorts of interests 
one*s weekend is spent transporting 
them from one activity to another. 

It*s good fun though, especially 
when they get so much enjoyment 
out of what they're doing - the girls 
with their netball on a Saturday and 
the boys with their football on a 
Sunday afternoon. 

See you next month. 


RECOMMENDED 

READING 

! 

‘HOD’S HEUTLgfiEil* 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS*. i 

$14. 95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEW SAGENGiy BURNS 
. PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER' 

. A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 


1 
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NORFOLK ISLAND'S forthcoming Legislative Assem¬ 
bly will have one great strength. Using it well will take 
intelligence, hard work and far-sightedness. 

That strength will be the Assembly members' know¬ 
ledge of Norfolk Island: their understanding of what the Isl¬ 
and actually needs add does not need, their undemanding of 
what the people who live here actually want and do not\want. 

Australia does not undemand Norfolk well at all. But 
it is in Australia's interest that Norfolk be well governed. 
Therein lies the Assembly's opportunity. If the Assembly 
conducts itself with great skill it can lead Australia on the 
path of good government here. 

The new Norfolk Island Act was devised to retain ail 
of the ultimate controls in the hands of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment. It can pass any Norfolk law it likes, and can over¬ 
rule any law the Assembly may make. 

But the Act gives the Assembly the initiative to make 
the first move on practically every aspect of government 
here. Section 19 of the Act says "The Legislative Assem¬ 
bly has power, with the assent Of the Administrator or the 
Governor-General, as the case may be, to make laws for 
the peace, order and good government of the Territory." 

That power is not restricted to the "municipal” matters in 
Schedule 2 of the Act. It applies to everything, excepting 
only unjust property acquisition, raising military forces and 
coining money. 

Australia will be able to over-rule almost anything 
the Assembly does - if it wants to. The Assembly's job, 
and its opportunity, will be to take the lead in proposing 
laws and policies that will govern Norfolk Island well - 
and to present them in a way that makes it easiest for Aust¬ 
ralia to say "all right", ratter than saying H we over-rule. M 

That will take clear thinking, patience, polished ne¬ 
gotiating and an understanding of the realities of the Aust¬ 
ralian political system. It will take an ability to discover 
compromises. It will take steadiness and courtesy, without 
servility or submissivenesss. 

If the Assembly has those abilities it will have atr least 
a chance to establish what the people here and the Austral¬ 
ian Government both want: good government on Norfolk. 

■ 

GOOD GOVERNMENT ON NORFOLK does not 
mean bigger government, or more expensive government, 
or more intrusive government. It means government that 
is (a) fair; (b) steady; (c) tuned-in, to the real wishes 


and needs of the people; (d) as thrifty and simple as pos¬ 
sible. 

In Australia, England, New Zealand, the U. S., Eur¬ 
ope and other countries governments have an extremely dif¬ 
ficult and complicated job to do. They are struggling with 
serious social problems, stubborn economic problems, thor¬ 
ny defense problems, worsening environmental problems. 

Those countries need governments with great power 
and elaborate programmes. Norfolk does not. Norfolk 
has some problems that want attention but the truth is that 
it is healthier and sounder as a community than almost any 
other place in the world. The first job of good government 
here is to conserve, nurture and protect the Island and the 
existing qualities that make life so much worth living here. 

That goal should be pursued by Assembly members 
who love Norfolk and value its great good qualities - not 
by persons who decry Norfolk and want to re-make it in 
some new image. 


IN THE ASSEMBLY'S first six or twelve months there 
will be a small tidal-wave of work to get through, at the 
same time that the Assembly is settling in and finding its 
feet. 

Hundreds of subjects will come before the Assembly 
in that period before the Island returns to what everyone 
hopes will be more normal, less controversial times. In 
dealing with that heavy initial workload, the Assembly 
members will need to have some general principles well 
thought through. 

Mr. Ellicott may insist that Norfolk electors vote ac¬ 
cording to a "proportional representation" system, without 
waiting until the electors have made their own decision on 
the subject at a referendum. The News hopes he will have 
the good sense to respect that right of the people, but he 
may not. 

If the election should be held under "proportional 
representation", voters should know that their ballots will 
be counted in a new way. The first-preference vote, for 
one candidate marked "1", may be the only vote that is 
counted at all, on the majority of ballots. 

Choose your first-preference candidate thoughtfully. 
Vote "1" for the candidate who states most plainly and 
clearly the practical guiding principles that you believe 
will be best for Norfolk Island. 
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Legislative Assembly Campaign Statement 


Norfolk Island should be governed as nearly as possible 
the way the voters of Norfolk Island want it to be governed. 

A member of the Legislative Assembly should be guided by 
policies that he believes the great majority of the voters sup¬ 
port. 

I fudge the following to be principles that the major¬ 
ity want supported % I intend to follow them if I am elected, 
but would continue to listen as closely as possible for chang¬ 
es in community attitudes if they develop. 

1. Some Norfolk laws are unjust because they are un¬ 
clear or out-of-date. These include the Immigration Ord¬ 
inance, the Building Ordinance and the Public Service Ord¬ 
inance and Regulations, among others. It is bad govern¬ 
ment to have such matters controlled by "administrative pol¬ 
icies" which can’t even be put into writing, because that 
makes people suspect favouritism. Clear, fair laws on these 
lopg-stailed matters should be debated publicly in the Assem¬ 
bly and passed promptly in the light of community comment 
on them. 

2. Tourism should be strongly supported but the Assem¬ 
bly should set clear controls and prevent any abrupt increase 
in tourist facilities. A 727/DC9 airport should not be allow¬ 
ed if responsible airlines are willing to serve the Island with 
smaller, quieter, more frequent aircraft. Norfolk residents 
should be positively encouraged to build, own and operate 
any increased tourist accommodation that may be needed. 
Large new hotels, owned by overseas investors and staffed by 
temporary outside employees, should be banned unless it is 
proved that they are required for the good of the Island's ec¬ 
onomy. "Norfolk-style" tourist facilities are good for the 
Island. Building imitations of "luxury" facilities from 
elsewhere is bad for the Island. 

3. Local taxes and spending should be kept to the min¬ 
imum that residents want and are willing to support. The 
Island’s budget should be run as plainly and sanely as a fam¬ 
ily budget, with some reserves always kept for a rainy day. 
There should be a ban on either land rates or death duties, 
which would in the long run take more land out of the hands 
of Island families. The Assembly should be frugal In every¬ 
thing, including its own salaries. 

4. Torrens title should be brought in only if a referen¬ 
dum supports it. The "Grown lands" of Norfolk - about 
one-half of the entire Island - were promised to the Pit¬ 
cairners. The minute Torrens title is introduced, all such 
land immediately becomes the unchallenged ; legal property 
of the Australian Government. Australia should not be per¬ 
mitted to wipe out the Pitcairners’ historic right to the land 


just by enacting a new land title law. 

5. The new Chief Administrative Officer should have 
full authority to run the Island’s public service. "Minister¬ 
ial” members of the Assembly should not intrude on his auth¬ 
ority. They should be able to question him about anything, 
and to advise him. If they believe after a time that he is 
doing a poor job they should move to replace him. But 
while he has the job he should be left to do it. 

6. Norfolk’s environment - in the widest sense - 
has been neglected for many years. The Assembly should 
have the duty of seeing that it is nurtured. Expert help 
should be welcomed from sources such as Australia’s Natio¬ 
nal Parks and Wildlife Service, National Capital Develop¬ 
ment Commission and National Heritage Commission. But 
such bodies should advise, not control, the Assembly. En¬ 
vironmental concern involves not just flora, fauna and scen¬ 
ery but money matters including zoning, subdivision, im¬ 
proving Burnt Pine, and wise use of the sea. Norfolk's 
ocean zone should not be regarded as a windfall for Austra¬ 
lia; it is an essential part of the Island’s physical environ¬ 
ment and should be protected for future generations on Nor¬ 
folk. 

7. Norfolk should work courteously and co-operatively 
with Australia but should never sacrifice its distinctness 
from Australia. 1 believe every candidate owes it to the 
electors to state clearly where he or she stands on the tut* 
ject of future independence for Norfolk, brought into the 
open by candidate Ken Nobbs. I believe there is a chance 
if the Assembly conducts itself very intelligently that Nor¬ 
folk can evolve into a status that amounts to self-govern¬ 
ment in free association with Australia. I hope (and be¬ 
lieve most people would hope) this may possibly be achie¬ 
ved without strife within a reasonable number of years. 

But I do not think that independence is a crazy idea, or a 
word to be feared - it is a conception, involving both ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages, that responsible people ought 
to think clearly about. 

8. Norfolk’s social services system should be compas¬ 
sionate and should be written into law - but it should en¬ 
courage family, neighbors and community organisations to 
continue to take the largest practical role. It would do 
untold harm to the Island if people were talked into believ¬ 
ing that there is some giant, wealthy, mystical State that 
is supposed to look after everyone’s needs. On Norfolk 
"the state" is only ourselves - 1600 human beings like 
you and me, living on this blessed small Island, so much 
worth working to preserve. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

•KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDON1ENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 






























